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23471967 PART 1

PRELIMINARY

Short title 1. This Act may be cited as the Forest Act.

Interpreta- 2, Inthis Act—
ion

“cattle” includes horses, mules, donkeys, pigs, sheep and goats;

“forest officer” includes any officer of the Department of Fores-
try and Game and any person upon whom the powers of a

forest officer under this Act may be conferred by the
Minister;

“forest produce” includes trees, timber, firewood, branchwood,
poles, bamboos, slabs, chips, sawdust, plants, grass, reeds,
rushes, peat, thatch, bedding, creepers, fibres, leaves, moss,
fruits, seeds, galls, roots, bark, rubber, gum resin, sap,
charcoal, honey, wax, earth, and such other things as the

Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, declare to
be forest produce;

“forest reserve” means any demarcated forest or proclaimed
forest reserve but shall not include a village forest area;

“river” includes all natural watercourses in which water ordin-
arily flows or remains either throughout the year or at
particular seasons;

“timber” means any tree which has fallen or has been felled and
any part of a tree which has been cut or has fallen, and all
wood whether sawn, split, hewn or otherwise fashioned;

“trees”  includes m,m_Bmu shrubs, bushes, climbers, seedlings,
saplings, and re-shoots of all ages and of all kinds, and any
part thereof;
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PART II

FoREST RESERVES AND FOREST PRODUCE (GENERALLY

ini i ] ith the
g ster may, by order and in accordance wi
.Aw\s,,,wah_wmﬁ ?%MOHER any public or customary land to be a forest
feserve:

Provided that in the case of customary land the following
_ provisions shall apply—

L] (a) any chief within whose jurisdiction such land or part
- 9%8». lies shall be consulted prior to any such proclamation;

erson disturbed who satisfies the Minister that any

. ammww Nww%?zmmo lawfully ne.owoa by him will be mm/\m:m%\

"* affected by such proclamation shall be noB@mummﬁa by the

payment of such sum of money or in lieu thereof by the grant

“of a like right or privileze on o:gm.‘m .E:a in 9@ (NQEQ as a

.ﬁa@mo officer appoinied by the Minister in that behalf shall
deem to be just and equitable.

4—(1) The Minister mav make Rules for the protection,
yntrol and management of forest produce and for fostering and
gncouraging the growth thereof,

(2) Such Rules may apply generally to public land. or custo-
BmQ land or may be confined to a particular area or areas thereof
nd may provide for any matter which the Minister may deem
Bcessary or expedient for any of the purposes mentioned in
section (1).

“(3) The Minister mav. on the application “of the registered
owner or lessee of any land. apply ail or any of the Forest Rules,
or any Rules substituted theretor, to such land.  For the purpose
of this section “owner™ does not include a mortgagee and ““lessee

" does not include a sub

(4) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
oregoing power such Rules may—

(@) prohibit or regulate the felling, cutting, taking, working,
 burning, injuring or removing of any forest produce;

. (b) prohibit or regulate squatting, residing, camping, build-
ing huts or cattle enclosures in a forest reserve, or within any
prescribed distance of the upper edge of a bank of a river;

{c) prohibit or regulate the grazing or depasturing of cattle;

" {d) prohibit or regulate the clearing, cultivating or breaking
8P of land for cultivation or other purposes in a forest reserve

.vns:EsmE\ prescribed distance of the upper edge of a bank
of a river;

Power to
declare a
forest
reserve
Cap. 57:01

Rules
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Penaltics

Issue of ex-
clusive
licences

(¢) prohibit or regulate the entering of any part of a forest
reserve;

(f) prohibit or regulate within a forest reserve the pursuing,
killing, taking or injuring of any animals, birds, insects, fish or
reptiles or the eggs or spawns thereof;

(g) prohibit or regulate any such acts or omissions as are
likely to endanger by fire or otherwise a forest reserve;

(h) prescribe the fees and royalties to be paid upon the
felling of any tree or the collecting or removing of any forest
produce and generally in respect of any matters dealt with

under this Act;
(i) prescribe the manner in which the persons to whom and

generally the conditions upon which licences and permits to
take, sell, purchase or export forest produce are to be granted,
terminated, revoked or forfeited;

(j) require the holders of licences and permits to render
returns of forest produce received and to give proof of the
accuracy of such returns if called upon to-do s0;
hment and maintenance of pur-

and authorize the payment of
public revenue for the encourage-

(k) provide for the establis
series and for afforestation
grants or bonuses out of the
ment of forestry;

(I) provide for the survey and demarcation of forest

reserves;
(m) prescribe the persons who shall be entrusted with
carrying this Act into effect;

(n) provide for the appointment and control of forest guards.

5. Such Rules may provide penalties for their breach or
non-observance not exceeding imprisonment for a term of twelve

months or a fine of &30 or both.
VIR

6.—(1) Notwithstanding anyth
in any Rules made thereunder, the
Director of Forestry and Game, subje
directions as the Minister may thin
respect of forest produce on customary
(@) ng the exclusive right to take such produce; or

(b) granting the exclusive right to purchase such produce
from persons duly authorized to take the same; and

(¢) granting the right to take or purchase such produce free
of any fee or royalty or at a reduced fee or royalty,

ing to the contrary in this Act or
Minister may authorize the
ct to such general or special
k fit, to issue licences in
land or public land—

granti
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P omsm s

on such conditio
. ns as the Conservator of F
mmLQ oe A - nser m.ﬂO O ores: :U.O
general or special directions, may think fit fs, subject to the

A\lv mrwwv ‘:OOH 1CE 1Ssue u Mw w

7. All fe
. es and rovyalties deri
customary land yalties derived from forest ;
. w : st prod Applicati
exercise of rie hether or not in a forest res produce on Application
rights and privil erve or from the Ooffeesand
@ i privileges on such land shall be applied MEE:.%
m payment of su — derived from
uch mone S ] .
may be payable; tary compensation if any as duccon
anmwcsua\
an

A@v mn ﬁ:mo ar g C Cm ﬁ: % mu
W— N:HU Su T. € OOMﬁ.W al —Q expenses OW NQ:::‘_@n

ﬁﬁﬂm: Hﬁmm d i 1 u
o -

mEoHoSmHon~
a a .
and royalties: msmu\ nd and ought to be paid out of such fees

o %w %m mwmow %mwwmmn for the use or
direct, e Afri ithi
Minister may direct cans within an

common benefit, direct or
y area of Malawi as the

8. The Ministe
er may, b
Mwwﬂ mwwwwo Msmﬁoﬁ specified mmo wamm
% to be a forest reserve or part of such reserv d
e an

thereupon a

s from such d

shall ce ate such for

I cease to be a forest reserve or @m :mwwowmwm?@ or part thereof

Muww:ozv declare that as Power to de-
part of a forest reserve eserve

PART III

Custo ;
MARY LAND ADMINISTRATION AREAS

w.uﬁ@?mbm

by ,ﬁoan _
leclare that as from mﬁmm@w\ order published in the Gazerr

e 1o be specified in the oaom EM Nﬂmmwoom

rto

¥ (=1
U:vmmwoﬁ 01 1, OCSHH OM m.:ﬁ,— wH:HSD.G@H:@H:\ O“m Zu@ orest U~ CQ:O@ 1 a
H n

yrticular are ;
f a of public or
customary land (and whether or not m%::& and
anagement

wch area is or includ
vith t} ncludes a forest reserve) ghe i
Mxmanww m@oﬂnww:omm. specified in the oavowwwﬁ: Hoa the extent and % UE.H_MQ
ke order Bosmwm having jurisdiction in the mmwc: faken by the T
¥, amend or revoke any ?wio:w ommmomma and by
rder.

s,

:c.>mm005mm
. mmo&mn:sm i
fistrict Council may, wi °r section 9 has bee
lles in relation to wwow:wwhgom approval of the Zw%mﬁwaWMwm wwﬁmwm
oy om0, 1 1 1 O I PP provisd IS
3 o2 L0 1 . 14K

ch thereof not exceeding a fine of m%ﬂﬂﬂ%@%ﬂw&:& mom the e rules

y nment for a

t'm pot i ;
. exceeding  six
Iprisonment. s months or both ‘such fine and
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Power of 11. Where any order under section 9 deals with an area o
KMWM%MMR public land it shall be lawful for the Minister in his discretion tq
toDistrict ~ make a grant to the District Council out of public funds or to*
Council mcgoamm5@9212nom:om,mooezwoﬁ mmmgﬁmgémémoﬂooﬁ

seize and detain any property which he reasonably
o st

ot been used in committing an offence against this

; ;mmmﬁwﬁnw has
A arrest any person reasonably suspected by him wm
S .Qv fo cerned in a contravention of this Act who Hmﬁc%Mm o}
o being n.o:amBo and address or gives a name and mm“ ress
g mz_,.u rc_m by the officer to be false or who is in the officer’s
_beheve

‘opinion liable to abscond.

administer-

Ewwﬂgomwmaﬁo_mSwmnommsaaowm:wom payable in respect of forest produce
publicland  in such area.

e . le or
PART 1V fees and royalties or other payment made
- uwm% % %MMMWW Council ander this Act shall be paid into the
pai

VILLAGE FOREST AREAS 5 sreasury of such Council.

Power of 12. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any
headman to

demarcate  ¥illage Headman may, with the approval of the Minister, demar.
cate in customary land a village forest area which shall be

din th . 16.—(1) Any person who without authority—
registered in the prescribed manner., 16— 1
( @ u {a) makes upon or affixes to any forest mwom%@ a MMWAWM%
. ‘ i /itl ; by the Depa r
Rules for 13. Village forest areas shall be governed by such rules in connexion with forest ?m%ww :.8\ D
mem\w forest concerning the protection, control and management of forest Forestry and Game or District oc. : i
produce as the Minister may prescribe. “oT(p) removes, injures, alters, obliterates, %Wo%w mwws . %owm
,.\ “with 1 tamp, mar g
Wik any way whatsoever any s
M_r%:%ﬁomw produce by the Department of Forestry and Q%B@
PART Vv ow District Council or any notice relating to forest waolﬁc.o%
“affixed by the Department of Forestry and Game or Distri
GENERAL PROVISIONS Council; N . |
. (c) counterfeits or alters any licénce, moa:% .omm.mwﬂmu oumwuoo%
ini . . i , f str ame or Distri weil;
Powers of 14. A forest officer, administrative officer or police officer is y the Department of Moﬂoh,u\. Eﬁ Gam . rict Counell
m%msm TRy empoered— (d) knowingly receives or is in wo%wmm:w:mﬁo%m Ww Torest
o in respec i gainst th
administra- (@) to interrogate any person found in ossession of forest produce in respect of which an offence againg
tive officers : O] Y P oul P / produce in resp
and police produce within a forest reserve or In its vicinity; :
officers

{e) obstructs or impedes in the execution of his QEWMM c:mmm
this Act any person authorized to enter upon any land for the
purposes of this Act, . . L

ghall be liable to a fine of £50 and to imprisonment for one

(b) to call upon any person committing or reasonably
suspected by the officer of having committed an act for which a

licence, permit or pass is required by this Act to produce such
licence, permit or pass;

{¢) wherever he reasonably sus
committed an offence against this Act or of being in possession
of forest produce in respect of which an offence against this
Act has been committed to search the person and property of

such person or any property in such person’s possession or
ooz?of

pects any person of having {2) Where a person is charged with knowingly receiving or

being in possession of any forest wﬂoa:o.o in respect of W<rmom ws
‘offence against this Act has been committed upon preof tha m
Teceived or is in possession of forest ?oaco@.w@ shall be %mBm
1o have committed the offence with which he is charged unless he
£un show to the satisfaction of the court Em; he was at all
Material times unaware that any offence against his Act has
e0 committed.,

Provided that where it is necess
searched the search shal
regard to decency;

ary to cause a woman to be
I be made by another woman with due

{d) to seize and detain any forest produce which he reason-

ably suspects has been obtained or removed in contravention
of this Act;

- In any case in which a person is charged with an offence

£anst this Act the court may in addition to the imposition of
¥ lawful penalty—

Fees and
royalties
paidto a
District
Council to
be paid into
Council’s
treasury
Particular
offences and
penalties

Power of
court
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.‘ . ing this Act Power of
The Minister may make rules for carrying tt Npiver of
: Hmutiﬂmu make rules

i eftect and without prejudice to the generality of the

articular e
nmv Wmm@ﬁoémn such Rules may provide ied out under this
.%?ma, for the method in which any arrest carried ou
A:.v or th

committed to any forest produce by such person and orde
bayment by him accordingly;

(&) order the restitution of any forest produce unlawfyy
removed by such person o alternatively order payment of g,

value of any such forest produce; Fected :

. i PP be effecte » a

(¢) make such order gs to forfeiture or disposa] of any foreg Adtis (0 W inging any arrested person before a court of
produce or any property or thing in respect of which g (b) for bringing

offence has been committed or uged in committing the offenca

as the court thinks fit;

: ) . Ll - . . Q

g etent jurisdiction; an ‘ | |

;.rQMz%cMOn :;6 disposal of any arrested person pending trial.
¢

(d) award a sum not exceeding onefourth of any fipa
lawfully imposed by the court to the person, not being in the
service of the Government, who may have supplied informa.!
tion leading to the conviction of the berson charged;

@om:m&g suspend any licence, permit or pass relating ty
forest produce held by such person;

(f) make such order with regard to the demolition apq
removal of any building, enclosure, hut, kraal, structyre or
thing erected, standing or being in a0y area in contravention of
this Act as to the court shall seem fit;

() make such order with regard to the destruction, uproot.
Ing or removal of any crops standing or being in any area ip-
contravention of this Act as to the court shall seem fit: :

Provided that where the offence has been committed in respec
of forest produce on customary land any moneys paid by orde
of the court under baragraphs (a) and (b sha]] be applied for the
common benefit direct or indirect of the Africans of Malawi.,

Access to 18. In any sale, grant, lease or other disposition upon which -
forestpro-  thars ig reserved to the Government a right to any trees or forest
ﬂwcmw%mf produce, free access to such trees or forest prodyce by the most
publiclard  direct or convenient route shall be afforded to all authorized

bersons engaged in inspecting, obtaining, or Temoving such trees

or forest produce, with or without animals or vehicles.

Civil right 19, No proceeding or conviction under thig Act shall affect any .

Mﬂwﬁa&, © civil right or remedy to which the Government or any person
unaffected  aggrieved by the offence may be entitled,

Penalties .. . .
under other 20. Nothing in this Act shall prevent 3 prosecution under any

lawstore- pan law but so that a berson shall not be punished twice for the
unaffected  Same offence,

L.RO. 11972
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- . e hute !\.\I\l‘\\\ ———
[Subsidiary] Forest Reserves Forest Reserves [Subsidiary]
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION District Chongoni Forest Reserve
} Wmmwm ?Hon:mE Forest Reserve
. . zenza Forest Reserve
Q.z_.ﬁgﬁm FOREST RESERVES Maleri Forest Reserve
.:w:ﬁo o s, 3 Mua Forest Reserve
MWW‘,WWM_ upaers. 2 Mua-Livulezi Forest Reserve
210/1952
_MW\MWWW MOEWUG_\m OF FOREST WmmmW/\mm WITH UmMOHNHHvH,HOZ OF Hw&g and H.:Ozmim Districts Ungdv\mBm Forest Reserve
BOUNDARIES o
gwe District ... wcsam m.oamﬁ Reserve
Gen. N. SOUTHERN REGION Lingadzi Forest Reserve
190/1954 ) Nalikule Forest Reserve
G.N. Nsanje Masenjere Forest Reserve Namilombwa Forest Reserve
o8] Matandwe Forest Reserve Tuma Forest Reserve
107/1958 Thyolo District Chigumula Forest Reserve S o i
. Bm:ﬁm Thyolo Mountain Forest Reserve nji District Mchinji Forest Reserve
N, N. Cholomwani Forest Reserve ; ‘. k fstri ;
271958 : A ota District hY ; sery
163{1958 Kalulu Hills Forest Reserve w&ng Z_ﬁzw:w:mpaN: Forest Reserve
G.N. Ntchist Forest Reserve
uwwﬁwmw Mulanje District Fort Lister Forest Reserve ywa District Kongwe Forest Reserve
1711961 Nwow@sﬁwmmuﬁwmww@mm?m Ngara Forest Reserve
g Mchese Forest Reserve Senga Hill Forest R ;
,%WWMM Mulanje Mountain Forest Reserve g eserve
31902 Sambani Forest Reserve asungu Distri
3341971 ' gu District ... Fort Alston F ;
Thuchila Forest Reserve . . ston Forest Reserve
G . o ngu and Mzimba Districts Chimaliro Fores
i59/1970 Blantyre District Michiru Forest Reserve I t Reserve
Mirali Forest Reserve +Salima District Namalenje Island Forest Reserve

Zomba District
Zomba and Kasupe Districts
Kasupe District

Mangochi District

CENTRAL REGION

Ncheu District

Thambani Forest Reserve
Tsamba Forest Reserve
Kanjedza Forest Reserve
Misuku Forest Reserve
Mudi Forest Reserve
Ndirande Forest Reserve
Soche Forest Reserve
Chiradzulu Mountain Forest
Reserve
Malabvi Forest Reserve

gu and Mzimba Di
Hmba District ...

Sy

Zomba Mountain Forest Reserv
Malosa Forest Reserve

Liwonde Forest Reserve

Mangochi Forest Reserve

Namizimu Forest Reserve

Phirilongwe Forest Reserve

South Nyasa [slands Forest
Reserve

Bangwe Forest Reserve
Dzunje Forest Reserve
Mvai Forest Reserve

NORTHERN REGION
stricts ... Chimaliro Forest Reserve

Perekezi Forest Reserve
Mtangatanga Forest Reserve
Lunyangwa Forest Reserve
South Vipya Forest Reserve

Chisasira Forest Reserve
Wm_éo Forest Reserve
Kaning'ina Forest Reserve
Kuwirwi Forest Reserve
Nkwadzi Hill Forest Reserv
Ruvuo Forest Reserve

¢

Juniper Forest Reserve
Mzumara Forest Reserve

Matipa Forest Reserve
Mugese Forest Reserve
Musisi Forest Reserve
Vinthukutu Forest Reserve
Wilindi Forest Reserve

L.R.O. 1}1973




